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David H. Hanks, a native of Morven, Georgia, was among the award winners of the 2005 

Nobel Peace Prize given to the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) and its Director 

General, Mohamed El Baradei. David held an International Nuclear Safeguards Inspector post at 

the IAEA for over six years, at the IAEA headquarters located in Vienna, Austria. The award 

was made for efforts in preventing nuclear energy from being used for military purposes and to 

ensure that nuclear energy for peaceful purposes is used in the safest possible way.  

David, a nuclear engineer, is now retired from the U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission 

and lives in Augusta, Georgia with Wynne, his wife for over 40 years. His seasoned experience 

in international nuclear nonproliferation and expertise in the operation of nuclear power plants 

provides a unique insight into his three book Carson Griffin Nuclear Thriller Series. He has also 

published several technical papers regarding nuclear materials management and techniques used 

in safeguarding nuclear materials held by facilities in various countries around the world.  

David is a U.S. Navy disabled veteran, who served aboard the U.S.S. Nimitz CVN-68—

Aircraft Carrier Nuclear from 1977-1983 as a nuclear machinist 1st Class. He also worked for 19 

years as a Senior Reactor Operator and Shift Manager at Grand Gulf Nuclear Power Station 

located in Port Gibson, Mississippi.  

 


